Hull Board of Selectmen

Minutes

February 24, 2009

The meeting of the Hull Board of Selectmen was called to order at 7:35 pm on Tuesday evening, February 24, 2009, at the Hull Municipal Building, 253 Atlantic Avenue, Hull, Massachusetts

Present:
Joan Meschino, Chairman; Christopher Olivieri, Vice Chairman; Domenico Sestito, Clerk; John Reilly and Dennis Blackall, Members.  Also present were Philip Lemnios, Town Manager, and James Lampke, Town Counsel.

MINUTES

Moved-Olivieri:
To approve the minutes of April 13, 2008 as presented

Second – Reilly

Vote: Unanimous in favor

Moved-Blackall:
To approve the minutes of October 28, 2008 and January 13, 2009 as presented

Second – Sestito

Vote: Unanimous in favor

7:35 Pm – Senator Hedlund & Representative Bradley – re: Legislation Update

Senator Robert Bradley and Representative Garrett Bradley appeared before the Board to update the Members of legislation and the FY10 budget.  During the one-hour conservation they discussed the state shortfall in its budget and said it was 3.5 billion dollars short.  As for the Town of Hull both spoke about their efforts but had no definitive answers as of today.


Also discussed was the DCR property and they said the legislation that has been filed to give the Town more control of DCR property is moving along.  Members discussed their concerns over the cost to Hull of its safety departments for that land without any compensation to the town for its cost.


Reilly suggested that the amount of money the town spends on that property without any reimbursement is something we might not be able to do.  He suggested a PILOT (Payment in Lieu of taxes) for the 220 acres of land.


Hedlund and Bradley were asked by a Member to please remind the DCR that summer starts on May 30, 2009 and not in July, so the bathrooms must be open by May; and would they please look at the Hull/DCR land swap with the HRA, land that has languished for ten years.  Town Counsel said he keeps running into brick walls.

Lemnios spoke about the legislators’ staffs stating they are fabulous and have been very responsive to our office, and that is not as common as most people think.
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The Board recessed at 8:36 pm and returned to open session at 8:45 pm.

8:30 pm – Nancy Kramer & Laurie Hibbard – Greener Hull & Sustainable Transportation re: Idle Reduction Law

Nancy Kramer and Laurie Hibbard of the Sustainable Transportation Committee discussed the law promulgated by the Department of Environment Protection.  They said, it will help make Hull greener.  Kramer read the law that essentially bans idling vehicles, with some exceptions.  (Fire, Police, Etc.)  The law does permit idling to remove ice or snow.

8:15 pm – Mike Galvin, DCR – re: Seawall Revetment

Mike Galvin of the DCR presented five options for the seawall revetment.  He said that Bruce Berger’s analyses was that the water comes too close to a seawall that would be inadequate to resist the pressure, especially in the mid-section.  He recommends option #4 sand and re-nourishment as does the CAC.  However the preferable re-nourishment would be to move it from the ocean, but Winthrop has been denied that option.  Winthrop is appealing that decision.


In response to a question from Lemnios in regard to $25 M funding, Galvin said the project is capital funded and those tend to stay in place.


The Board indicated its preference for the off-shore sand but took the matter under advisement.


The Board recessed at 10:12 pm and returned to open session at 10:23 pm.

NEW BUSINESS


Olivieri spoke a about a Community Outreach to educate the public on the budget shortfall and the need for additional funds and suggested that each Member in concert with the School Committee hold small coffee hours.  Members agreed it was a good idea.

CORRESPONDENCE

1  Held the request of Genevieve and Ernest Sartell to replace a deck on the railroad bed at 1132 Nantasket Avenue as Blackall is working to establish a written policy on use of the railroad bed.

2  Held for applicants to meet with Police Chief the request of Laurie Silva & Jake Paradis to use Mariners Park for a wedding on September 12, 2009.

3  Agreed to the request of Ken MacDonald to issue a Certificate of Appreciation to Bill Townsend who is retiring from the Commission on Disability, and took under advisement MacDonald’s request to dedicate the A Street ramp to Townsend.
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4  Held the request of Kelly Beazley, Board of Library Trustees asking to place an article on the warrant in September for a construction grant.

5  Noted a letter from Don Ritz in regard to budget forums.

****


The Town Manager explained the issue with the contract of Verizon FIOS and Comcast Cable.  He said the contract is substantially complete except for the fee paid to the town for the operation of the local cable channels. That is 5% per customer, maximum.  He said he expects both those providers to treat us the same as other communities for a ten-year term.  Lemnios suggested that all negotiations in the future be held in open session.  He added that Comcast has 4200 customers and it contract has expired.  It will take time for Verizon to build a customer accounts.

LICENSES

Unanimously approved the one-day all alcoholic license for March 14, 2009 from 7 pm to 12 midnight, and for March 21, 2009 from 7 pm to 11 pm to Knights of Columbus, 440 Nantasket Avenue, on a motion by Reilly, seconded by Blackall.


Town Counsel presented the written decision to the Board on the denial of the Marsden Inn Rooming House License on Hillside Road.  Lampke said he faxed and mailed the written signed decision.  He added that the applicant has the right to appeal.


Dennis Blackall read aloud a paragraph from the full decisions as follows.


A motion was made and seconded to deny the Lodging House application of Homes Unlimited Realty dba Marsden Inn, Robert Dell, Manager, 8 Hillside Road as the premises are not found to be an orderly, law abiding operation, responsibly managed by appropriate persons and/or that the facilities are not safe, sanitary and suitable for human habitation.

OLD BUSINESS


Lampke said that 301 Nantasket Avenue scheduled to pass papers on February 9, 2009 has been rescheduled for court related reasons to March or April.

Moved-Blackall:
To go into executive session to discuss the disposition of real property and advice of Counsel, and not to return to open session

Second-Olivieri

Roll Call Vote: Aye, Blackall; aye, Olivieri; aye, Meschino; aye, Sestito; aye, Reilly


The Board moved into executive session at 11:13 pm and thereafter adjourned.

June 16, 2009

Approved

